
































invitations. The only stress is during the week of the meal,
ensuring that the numbers match and the hotel is ready for
us. When we arrive my wife, Dene, helps by recording the
numbers whilst | say hello to everyone over a drink in the bar,
before telling the restaurant manager we are all ‘present and
correct’. After the meal | update the group on any news and
then take the obligatory ‘mugshots’, which show magazine
readers from other regions how much we have all aged since
the last meal, surely nct! The time passes all too quickly, but
it's great to have a catch-up and a natter.

PS: When did engineering start to interest you? At school?
How did that interest develop?

KT: Yes, at secondary school as a matter of fact. | became
interested in all things practical, including metalwork and
woodwork, although maths and the sciences were my
favourite subjects. ! was always tinkering at home with stuff.
Transistors had just become affordable, and | made several
kits, the ‘cat's whisker' radio receivers and various transistor
radios. | had a Saturday job at a radio and television retail
shop, s0 | had some ‘hands-on’ experience with transistor
radios and valve televisions in their service department. |
was also interested in photography, buying my first 35mm
camera with my ‘Saturday money’, from a photographer’s
shop that ¢ffered me a Saturday job at a holiday camp as
the photographer's assist:  but | turned it down, t 1 My
first job was with the G.P.O. and Post Office Telephones,
‘God’s Poor Orphans’ we called ourselves, taking home a
weekly wage of £5, 3s, 6d | think when | came out of my
apprenticeship. 1t taught me ail manner of things about
telephony and telephone exchanges, with recognised City
& Guilds qualifications and leading to passing my O.N.C.
in mechanical engineering and H.N.C. in Electrical and
Computer Engineering. This began an interest in digital and
analogue computer design and engineering. My grade within
P.Q.T. was Technician 2A, then Technical Officer — in training,
where | worked in telephone exchange construction. When a
local Technical Officer went on long term sick leave, | became
his ‘stand in’ until he became well again. Of course, when
he returned to work, | returned to my previous post with a
corresponding drop in pay. Needless io say, having tasted
higher income, | began looking for work in the computer
in try. | applied to two computer companies advertising
in the national press then attended an interview with NCR
in their Grimsby office, my home town. | was interviewed by
Fred Jayne, the northern regional Superintendent of NCR's
Computer Maintenance Section. Living in Withernsea,
Yorkshire, just across the River Humber from Grimsby, he
came over on the Humber Ferry, a much shcnter journey
than by road around the river in those days. as the Humber
Bridge had not yet been built. He brought his wife with him
so she couid do some shopping whilst he interviewed me,
nothing more than an informal and friendly chat. NCR must
have been desperate as he offered me a job at the interview,
with & company car, to work on the newly releasea Century
Computer systems, provided | pass a couple of tests, the 51
and S5 tests | recall. Whilst | completed them he went off to
find his wife. 1 met the centre manager, a nice chap by the
name of Cyril Peterson | think, who issued the paperwork. At
the end he checked my answers and advised me that | had

passed both tests. At this point | felt rather pleased with my
efforts, having had a productive morning’s work, fust having
had the promise of anew job, a company car, and an increase
in pay from something like £900 to £1200 per year in 19689.
There was a Chinese restaurant close by, so | could afford a
3 course Chinese lunch for 3s, 9d. | had just been showntc a
table when Fred and his wife walked in. He bought me lunch
s¢ the day couldn't have got much better.

When | got home there was a letter on the doormat from

the other company | had appiied to, offering an interview. |
cided not to attend as | had accepted the offer with NCR,
at other company was 1BM.

For many years after | wondered if that was the biggest
mistake, or the best decision of my computer career. | shall
neaver know.

P8: When did you start with the company, and in what
capacity? Did the job and the company match your
expectations ?

KT: | joined NCR in Qctober 1969, as a Technical Cfficer,

coincidentally, the same grade as | had just left. | wentona

long Century 100 mainframe training course, including various

peripherals, in Brent, North London, in digs in Hendon, for
nths, then returned to Grimsby with my new company car,
filman Imp!

3 car previously issued to engineers was a Ford Anglia, a

ihtly bigger car than the Imp, but purchasing decided 10

man fmps could be purchased for the price of 9 Ford Angiia
va'3, at £650 each. The Imp, being a rear engine car, with a
small ‘boot’in the front was designed for low mileage city use,
not for a 20,000 miles per year job car. The front storage was
just about big enough for my NCR issued toolbox and my
Tektronix oscilloscope, itself costing £1200 at the time.

My job was 1o look after a new Century 100 at Clugston
Holdings, a civil engineering company in Scunthorpe, 30
miles from Grimsby. ...e Century was due to be instalied
before | started my training, but was delayed and turned up
whilst | was oncourse. The Data Processing Manager, a John
Midgely, wrote to our directors in Dayton, complementing the
U.8. onjust having put man on the moon, but then complaining
that NCR could not get a computer delivered to Scunthorpe!
Unfortunately, | was unable to benefit from valuable *hands-
on’ experience during the installation. | have since learned
many times that hands on installation experience was more
useful than training courses, but in my case the in-depth
theory training, very new to me, was essential in this case.
The equipment was installed by Peter Hardern. Hello Peter,
you did a good job, as it hardly ever broke down and never
did suffer a ‘head crash’ which was quite a common fault with
the 655 disk sub-systems at the time.

| rarely visited the local NCR office, only to coilect parts, so
| worked alone, unlike in my previous job where | was never
alone, and getiing to know the customer’s staff more than the
NCR staff was rather odd, although ! did meet Mike Green
and Baz Pickard, from the Grimsby office, who are now
retired and in region 2, as is Peter in the Scottish region 1.

From this point of view, | guess, the job did not meet my
expectations.
























there were surrendered to the landlord {presumably for his
conveniencel) A lease for this office was signed for 3-years
on the 18th June 1948.

in May 1854 The Print Order Department whe had been
there since April, 1548, moved from 107 Baker Street to the
offices at Elstree.

Also on the 3rd of July 1940 a iease was agreed for ‘The
Vache' Chalfont St Gileson a 1 year renewable lease
until end of the emergency. This was intended as NCR's
emergency Head Office in case of the need to evacuate
Marylebone Road.

On the 7th May 1841 a contract was agreed between the
Government and NCR to manufacture 5000 sets of rifle parts
per week.

At Marylebone new equipment provided by the government
was installed of the 7th May 1842. This comprised of lapping
machines to produce aircratt parts.

An Agreement with the Government Stationery office on
the 19 June 1842 appointed NCR as agents for handiing of
machines supplied from USA under lease lend act.

A new office was leased for 4 %2 vears at 12 & 14 West Street
on the 20th June 1842 which included an air raid shelter and
in Canterbury the NCR premises at 10a Burgate Street were
badly damaged in an air raid necessitating a move to 56
Palace Street.

A manufacturing facility outside of London was needed and
the company reached an agreement on the 31st of December
1942 with George Kay Ltd, o rent floor space at Keystone
Works, Rugeley, Staffs for the manufacture and assembly of
Armament parts.

Agreements were made on the 28th of May 1943 for financial
assistance, from the Government for machinery procured for
the manufacture of Spring Bolt Locking and cocking pieces
for the no 4 rifle and also for capital assistance for machinery
required for the production of Special Instruments

To support the armed forces in Wales NCR sublet the 1st
floor of 39 Charles Street Cardift to the Navy, Army & Air
Force Instituies in January 1544,

On the 16th of March 1944 an additional agreement with
George Kay Ltd, to rent additional floor space at the Keystone
Works, Rugeley, Staffs for the manufacture and assembly of
Armament parts was made.

Apart from the manufacture of armaments NCR, were
fnvesting in War Bonds and by 24th March 1944 this totalled
£50,000 and the following month let of the second floor of the
Cardiff Building to the Navy, Army & Air Force Institutes for
a Furnishing Department. By October 1245 the War Bonds
purchased totalled £70,000.

The end of the war saw The National Cash Register Co.
Ltd purchase 50 acres on the ~~™"1 of _icember 1945 at
Camperdown, Kingsway ,Dundee rtor a “Factory for the
manufacture and assembly of Cash Registers, Accounting
Machines and Adding Machines"” as approved by S.C.Allyn
during his visit fo the UK in August 1945

Storage facilities were leased at 47 West End Lane, West

Hampstieaad on tne 28th Uctober 1948 which also inciuded a
Vehicle Maintenance Depot for the company cars and vans.

By 1551 additional storage was rented also at Abbey Mews in
Kilburn and Kings Road, Chelsea

In the Baker Street office, it was getting crowded, so an
additional room was added taking the lease until 24 June
1851. The European Patents Department was housed there
at the end of the war.

Annditional Garage space was needed, and space was leased
a.. _8 Abbey Mews, Bel Road for 5-years from the 11th
of April 1850.

Room 165 at the Ingersoll ...nd Building, 165 Victoria
Street was leased for 21-years for an unknown purpose on
the ~1th of April 1850,

In 1851 the renewal of the Baker Street place was agreed for
3-years and signed by the board.

Bravington Road was taken on a lease for 14 years on the
17th July 1951 ending when Bravington Road was closed on
the 30th April 1965, It was used as the main warehouse for
Display design and manufacturing, Stationery and Supplies
and Packing and Shipping.

The June 6th 1851 edition of the Naticnai Post reported that
“Ancther step has been taken in the Company’s expansion
scheme. Following the decision to clear part of the Head
Office basement for training the new mechanics, a Jong and
protracted search was made before the discovery of premises
for the displaced Service School, Window Display, Stationery
Department and general storage.

Five minutes'walk fromthe Harrow Road F actory is Bravington
Road and in that road are the spacious new premises. Many
years ago, it was used to garage public vehicles of all kinds-
from horse-buses fo Blue Line “pirate” buses which raced
along London streets just after the first world war, During
the second World War a meat company moved their Bacon
Factory from Smithfield to No 2 Bravington Road. Mr Fred
Nash, a bacon porter, stayed on when the war ended after
the meat company vacated the premises and he became
NCR's Night Watchman.

The Post reported “So, for a while, staff employed in
Bravington Road were “roughin’ it,” but for the building a
new era has begun. In keeping with the Company’s policy, a
complete redecoration of the premises will take place, such
as that carried out at the Harrow Road Factory and then
working conditions there will be of as high a standard as
those for N.C.R. workers in other places”.

In 189561, the Supply Stock Department moved from our
Harrow Rgad Factory to the Bravington Road Depot.

H.W.H. Sexton reported in the December National Post that
L. H. Gerbert of the Supplies Department, Harrow Road,
became the Manager of the N.C.R. premises at Bravington
Road, Paddingten, on Thursday, 1st November.

Part of this building is being used as an extension of the
Harrow Road Factory five minutes' walk away. Since this
‘space’ was taken over by the Company in March, the
condition and appearance has been transformed. A really
grand job of work has been carried out by our N.C.R . team


















