












































































































county. It provides for the support of charity, philanthropy, good 
government, education, beautification of city, and any other agency 
for the advancement of humanity. 

Advertising 

As an advertiser, Mr. Patterson had few if any peers. In this 
respect he gained recognition the world over. He believed in and 
insisted upon the use of small words and short sentences. His theory 
was to make a thing so plain that a child could understand it; then 
it would be certain that any one could understand it. He also 
believed strongly in illustrations. 

Children's Gardens 

Mr. Patterson originated the children's garden movement in the 
United States, furnishing land, tools, seeds, and instructors to the 
boys and girls of Dayton. Every boy and girl in Dayton between 
nine and thirteen years of age is eligible to membership in the chil
dren's organizations which Mr. Patterson had incorporated under 
the laws of Ohio. 

Community Betterment 

Mr. Patterson's efforts toward bettering conditions were not con
fined to his own people or his own factory. After employing land
scape gardeners to beautify the factory surroundings, he set out to 
teach the city the principles he had found so effective. He changed 
Dayton from an ordinary city into a city with a purpose, a program, 
and a personality. He established the first community gardens; he 
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supported domestic science classes for women . Illustrated lectures 
on the fundamentals of planting and gardening were given not only 
in Day tbn -but in many other cities. Prizes were offered by 
Mr. Patterson for the best kept and most attractive yards and porches. 
Thousands of shrubs and packages of seeds were freely distributed. 
As a result of his methods in the immediate vicinity of the factory, 
"Slidertown," that section of the city in which the factory is located, 
which had prey iously been disorderly and undesirable, became known 
as South Park. _ 

Mr. Patterson gave to Dayton, -Hills and Dales Park, one of the 
finest park_s · in America, covering an area of over 325 acres. With 
the park were given a club house for men and a club house fer 
women, as well as other administrative and service buildings all 
completely equipped. There are tennis courts, baseball diamonds, 
golf col)rses, .forest camps, and a playground with a large wading pool 
for children. Mr. Patterson was one of the first , if not the first, 
wealthy American to open his private estate to public use. He also 
turned his city home into an educational institution for employees 
and the community, building a community hall in connection with it. 

Clubs 
The first neighborhood club established by Mr. Patterson was the 

Rubicon Club, opposite the old Patterson homestead. As an out
growth of this club, fifteen or more similar clubs were instituted 
throughout the city. A mothers' club movement which spread all 
over Dayton had its inception in the . C. R. House of Usefulness. 
Mr. Patterson believed that clubs promoted social and business 
intercourse, understanding, and co-operation. He inspired the organ
ization of The Dayton Woman's Club and largely financed the pur-

The Men's and Women's Cl ub House of Rubicon 

Page 52 

chase of its fine club he 
and Progress Clubs fo: 
the Nacareco Club for 
Club for the women of 

The Old Barn Club 
but he turned it over t 
advantages for those ,, 
annual membership f< 
located and gives to i 
modern country club }-

Mc 
In 1896, Mr. Patter~ 

centennial celebration 
to become a model cit1 
manager form of gover 
he kept before the pub 

Mr. Patterson had a 
government, and sent i 
In 1912, he organized, 
Research, out of which 
made chairman of the 
charter. In 1913, thE 
elected, and on J anuar) 
ation . The fundament 

Page 53 







Mr. Patterson's Last Letter 

Hon. Herbert Hoover, 
Secretary of the Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

iVlay 5, 1922. 

I have learned with pleasure that you are going to honor Dayton 
with a visit as the guest of the Chamber of Commerce on June 6. 
1 am looking forward to the privilege of renewing my acquaintance 
with you. 

It will be an inspiration to our people to come in personal contact 
with you. You are doing so much good for America and the rest 
of the world that I am glad you have declined .all inducements to 
give up your post. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) John H. Patterson. 

Mr. Patterson's Last Day in Dayton 

On Saturday morning, the day before his death, about eleven 
o'clock, he came to his office at the factory and spent a very busy 
forty minutes in conference. The purpose of this conference was to 
complete the discussion of ways and means for the permanent reten
tion of the U. S. Air Service experiment station at Dayton. The 
preceding day this subject had been discussed with Brigadier General 
Mitchell and Major Bane, of the U. S. Air Service, at his home at 
Far Hills. He was never in better spirits than at these conferences. 

r n this last meeting in his office, Mr. Patterson talked at some 
length about the U. S. Air Service and the cause of aviation in 
general. He laid stress upon the advisability of separatint the air 
service from the army and navy service. He went into considerable 
detail in regard to this question. To make his ideas clear and last
ing, and to serve as a guide for further action, he drew· up a char
acteristic chart which was the last he ever made. 

Leaving the factory he called on an old friend and long-time 
employee to express sympathy in the recent death of his wife. He 
then went to his home and later in the day started for Atlantic 
City-his last earthly journey. While enroute, and just a few 
minutes after leaving the North Philadelphia station, the pilgrim
age of life was ended. 

Mr. Patterson was granted the realization of a privately expressed 
wish, that the life thread might snap suddenly in the midst of his 
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work. There was no warning, no painful waiting for the end. "In 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," he left us to enter into his 
eternal home of unbroken blessedness. 

His body lay in state in the rotunda of the office building, guarded 
in honor by a corps of men who had worked for him almost a 
generation. Fifteen thousand employees and citizens paid their 
final tribute of love and respect as with tear-dimmed eyes they looked 
into the calm countenance of their beloved leader and friend. 

During the funeral service at his Far Hills home, the U. S. Post 
Office, banks, business houses, factories, the public schools, and the 
city government offices were closed. Flags on all public buildings 
were at half-mast. One of the most tender features of the burial 
ceremonies was the strewing of flowers along the route to the cemetery 
by many hundreds of little school children from all sections of the 
city. His body rests in the family burial plot in beautiful Woodland 
Cemetery, a few blocks away from the factory and his boyhood 
home. 

Away 

1 cannot say and I will not say 
That he is dead. He is just away! 

With a cheery smile, and a wave of the hand, 
He has wandered into an unknown land 

And left us dreaming how very fair 
1 t needs must be, since he lingers there. 

And you-0 you, who the wildest yearn 
For the old-time step and the glad return. 

Think of him faring on as dear 
In the love of there as the love of here. 

Think of him still as the same, I say: 
He is not dead, he is just away. 

-James \\.hitcomb Riley.
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